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1 concern for, and ER exertions to advance, | 
2 as in itſelf a diſtinct, :and* deſirable object, = } 

| good. of others, 5 For by the things 0 of hers 

undoubtedly meant their good, compri ing the 

external proſperity, their peace, reputation, x 

cial comfort, and whateverds abſolutely valua- 
ble to them. This good of others, as in itſelf 
a valuable object, the Apoſtle directs us to con- 
ſult. As the obje&i is of à diſintereſted nature, the. | 
— 177 oned muſt 4 From the | 
text then, this doctfine ma be fairly draw, that 
Dis1nTERBSTeD-loveis at the foundation of 
| the Chriſtian character, and abſolutely binding on 
all mankind. 

15 IN the proſecution of the diſcourſe, I ſhall 28 
1 ExpEAvO on to give you an explanation 
| of what is meant by Diſintereſted Love, by exhi - 

34 biting its nature, and the manner in which it all 
operate and expreſs itfelf. ed = 
II. Prove the doctrine. e ir eie 
III. Arrruer to anfwer ſome objeidns 
which have been raiſed againſt it; and thei! 
1 cloſe with an improvement. e 
I. LAN to give you an explanation ot what is 
meantby Diſintereſted Love, by exhibiting its na· 
teure and the manner in which it will operate and 
expreſs itſelf. The term difinterefted is not rope 
in the Seriprures. We however mike'uſe of it it, 
ii tis communicate an idea of that love, an our 
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N e AT of the Bible, ,enjoin, 
because it more conciſely, and more forcibly | 
> | Epreſſes that idea, than i it can be expreſſed in 
8 | ther manner. 


x ISINTERESTED love may be defined thus, 
i 18 a loye td an object for what it is in itſelf; 
2 "diſpoſition | to conſult and rejoice in its 2000 

| as an object, abſtractly conſidered. It is a bene- 
volent regard; which one being f feels for the good 
and happineſs of another, proportionite * to its 
apparent intrinſſe worth and importance, and 18 
a rejeieing in, and ſeeking the good of that other} "2 
Vichout any regard to perſonal benefit to be de 

WJ rived from it. Diſintereſted love is, in its pecu- 
Har nature he e of that which is inter- 255 
eſted! "I ein da d i a ku 12 . 
= ntuzivasloyeis is a e6guaid to/abeing ü wi ey 
| i owaceount of the benefits he confers,' or wich 
| are expected from him: ſo that ſtrictly and pr 

5 perly ſpeaking the being is not loved but his be- 
| ' Hefits, In this, Satan ſuppoſed the love which 
Job appeared to exerciſe towards Gop conſiſted: 
Satan imagined that Job's dutiful reſpect to the 
| HY} Durvy was founded ſolely on the bleſſings with 
V»nich Gop had favoured him, and that if thoſe 
bleffings ſhould be withdrawn, and Gop ſhould 
| lay his hand heavy upon him, in a way of chaſtiſe+ | 
ment, Job's apparent love would become extinct, 
. and his enmity riſe to a flame. ſee Job 1.9. Then 
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— 


EH «& Verily I fay unto you, ye follow me not be- 
00 gauſe ye law the aniracles, but becauſe ye 


love Chriſt ſpeaks of, as common to men in an 
unſanctified ſtate. He tells us that they love 
cc thoſe who love them, that they do good to 
| thoſe who do good to them, and lend to thoſe, 
of whom they hope to receive as much again. 
Though they have a kind of love, it is not that 
genuine benevolent affection, which terminates 
in the good of others. It is of a fi iniſter nature, 
and in all irs ee and fruits: has, zn und 


8 2 6 - i 
e Satan anſwered the Lord and ſaid, Doth Job 
4 fear Gop for nought? Haſt not Mo made an 
6c hedge about him and about his houſe, and 
ec about all that he hath on every ſide? The y 
c haſt, bleſſed the work. of his hands and his ſub⸗ 
0 © ſtance i is increaſed on every ſide. But put forth 

« thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and 
ec he will curfe thee to thy face.“ This repreſen 
tation exhibits rhe love of Job as ultimately mer- 
cenary and ſelfiſh. Of this nature was that love, 
which influenced many of thoſe” who followed 
our Saviour when they attended him with pro- 
feffions of- reſpett, not becauſe they were really 
attached to Chriſt, or the intereſts of his king · 
dom, but becauſe they. found their o.]n tempo - 
ral ends anſwered by following him. This is 
clearly intimated in what Chriſt ſaid to them, 


ee did eat of the loayes and were filled.“ Thie 


3 


5 


3 re 7 
mate direction to ſelf. An — dihts 
of thoſe whom it governs, center finally in ſelf. 


ret is their God, | their ſupreme object of regard, 


whoſe ſervice all their powers are employed), 


and their zeal exerted.” This love does not refuſe 
ro embrace others, ſo far as they can be conſit 


dered the inſtruments of its own gratification; 
and as rere its own — ſehemes and 
wiſhes, 322 % BOISE! 

Ix ͤ may even 1 the: bebe of i it — 
ee eee in the DzrTy, ſo ſar as their 
imaginations repreſent: him in a partial view, and 
they can conſider him as the author of their 


pleaſures and as invariably conſulting their 1906 


pineſs. But it will go no fart her. 
Ess RNTIALLV and widely different from this 


is the diſintereſted love which we are endeavourꝰ 
ing to delienate. Self is not its object or its end. 


Ir is an enlarged affection of heart, which looks 
at the good of others ultimately, and for itſelf; 
under the prevailing influence of which, the 
ſubject of it -rejoices, in the exiſtence, glory, 


and happineſs of Gon; in the exiſtence, exalta- 


tion and: felicity of inferiour intelligents; and 
in all the bleſſedneſs which is ſnhed abroad, or 


15 yet to he extended through the uni verſe. In- 


flueneed by this love, he rejoices in the triumphs 
of yg grace, wiſhes. for the beſt good of 
around: him, even of his bittereſt enemies, 
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; and, feels a.Gnſbla pleafire in. e W inſta: 
_ the advancement. of their temporal, Gail, and 


ſpiritual äintereſts; without taking into, conſider 
nation any ſuppoſed. good to he derived from 


thence. to, himſelf; Indeed ſo ardently does he 
deſire, and ſo highly, does he value this good of 


the Dxrrx and of his fellow creatures, that he takes 
his chief ſatis faction in it. And ſo far is he from 
regarding others as only ſubſervient to his, own 
intereſts, that he is willing to give up his own 


inte reſt for the greatet good of others. In eve 
xy cboſom, in whichithis love has the aſcenden- 


ex it will operate and expreſs itſelf in a conſci- 


entibus obedience to all duty, at the hazard of 


oh 


reputation, property, and life. / :{ Jl 


Wirn reſpect to Gon the ſupreme object of it, 
* it will operate in a cordial complacency. in his 


er as in itſelf infinitely amiable and: ex- 


* cellent.- For a benevolent creature. cannot but 


lare a being perfectly benevolent, and GOD is 
Love. It will operate in a ſincere veneration of 
the divine government as a government uniforin- 
ly equitable, and embracing in its nature and iſs 
ſue the moſt noble and benevolent objects. Views 
ing the divine adminiſtration as a ſyſtem of ho- 


lineſs, and conſpiring to ſecure thegreatelt glo- 


ry and 1 of hh 8, 47 — No 


2 1 
. 


E | 
* Tle Lord reigneti let the earth rejoice, te, 
le multitude of the iffes be glad thereof, and 
Join the rapturbus ſong of the Redeemed, 6c Alle- 
„ hiiahi, for the Lord Go omiitporent reignerh!** 
4 Tufs love "will operate” in an acquiefcence in 
dhe dectces of Gop; in the providential allot- 


ments of Gop, and make the happy ſubject of it 


willing to be in the hand of G0, as clay in 
W thc hand of rhe Potter. For if the divine go- 
= ernment in its execution, be 4 proper object 
of. benevolent atquiefcence and joy, then it muff 


eedeg higher konour upon the Darry, to have: 
planned it from Eterifty; than to have flambled 
apo ir by any fortimare contingenee. And |S 


[Gov be infinitely lovely, #52 holy and Frakes, 
| Being, them it muſt be ref to every Yoo 

man, thar all things are at his difpoſal.” 885 oY 
" FokTaus, this love will lead the ſubjef 6 4 | 
it to ſabſcribe to the divine laws, as holy, juſt, 
ind good; becauſe they ate calculated not only 
to ſecure the greateſt good of the univerſe, bur 
the temporal. ard eternal happineſs of every one 


Who obeys them. =Y | 85 Man 


3 orf man Who is under the influence of this 


diftiifereted: affe&ion, will embrace objects ac- 
Ae to their worth and 1 importance. He. will 
ſeek the divine glory . as dearer to him than anz 
of his on intereſts. He will be chear fully: diſ- 


etc to conſecrate his all to this glorious ob- 
N- 
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ject, and to lay himſelf, with all his intereſts for 
time and. for eternity at the feet of his Makery 
and if his own welfare interfere. with the great 
and benevolent ends of the divine govern- 
ment, he will be willing to. ſacrifice ſo ſmalþ a 
trifle, ;racher han thoſe ends Monte oe: fruſs. 
trated. k 

Ts ove 2 expref; elk in the ourward 
obgdience,,of a pious and uſeful life. He i 
whoſe boſom it reigns, will: endeavour to 3 
| nour Gor: by. an adherence.to..his. worſhip, his 
inſtitutions and cauſe at whatever expence. He 
will be ſtrictly careſul to refrain from all acts of 


OR -their tendency. He will ardently pray for, and 
=p by actual exertion. endeavour to be inſtrumental 
uin the advancement. of the Goſpel of the Son of 
| Y x GOD, 2s 2 ſyſtem of. grace and happineſs; and 

N nothing will give him ſo much pleaſure, as to 
Hear of the cnverſion of ſouls, and the progreſ 
of x grace in the hearts, of Z : 

 Towarps men, this love reigning, in che 
heart of a true chriſtian, will be a. fountain of | 
beneficent actions. It will incline him to acts, of 
forbearance and forgiveneſs towards his enemies, 
> be tender of the reputation, peace and out- 
ward proſperity of all thoſe with whom he is aſ- 

ociated in domeſtic.: and | civil 'fociery, or in the 
| boads of the Goſpel, andy to e a e 


impiety as diſhonorary to Gon, and injurious. in 


„ * EY * " 4 * 
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5 I OT not prompt bim to \ reprotith 
and calümfy. It will not allow him to wiſh to 
build up his own temporal intereſts on the ruin 
of the reputation or property of another. He 
will conſider the peace and ſocial happineſs of 
his neighbour® as dear to him, and will be ſoli- 
citous* not to difturb them. He will be happy 
to ſee them promoted and will rather ſuffer pert 
1 ſelf than be the inſtrument of his ſuffering. | 
4 FARTRHER, he will be activè in poſitive e exer- 
tions to do good. His hand will be open to 
© relieve tlie diſtreſſed, The hungry, the naked, 
8 the widow and the orphan 5 the family of ſickneſs 
und afffiction, will be the objects of his tender- 

neſs and charity. He will ſympathize with them 
under their affliction, and it will afford him ſol- 
id. ſatisfaction to contribute to their relief. He 
will love the pleaſing condeſcenſion of communis» 
cating council or inſtruction to them, or in any 
way promoting their felicity. The good of the pub- 
lic, of uſeful ſocieties, and inſtitutions he will en- 
deavour to · advance; and above all, the eternal 
ſelvation of his fellow creatures, as that is by far 
che moſt important of all other ſocial objects, 
Fand in itſelf infinitely deſirable, he will ardent- 
ly pray for; and to this will his exertions, his 
counſels, his a and his e be my N 
ly directed. 1 of f ee 
Ir it thould be aſh whether this hind to hin 
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This weuld ban gntradictery. For, were 


1 ny 3 
nd rogers $9.;their. welfare; dges got corned 
With ir ſenſible pleaſure, and, whether thereforg 
it can he, properly termed. A digntereſted eee 
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thar the love: Which we. bave heen deſeribing; 
brings with, it, ig own, reward; 1 Ir eſſentially 
involves in it a pleaſure of the molt exalted kind. 
Fhere is a ſolid Joy attending it, which is unde- 
ſeribably ſweet. Tea, the benevolent. man's 
happineſs lies in che happineſs of others, and che 
more his heart expands with the love of Gop 
and his fellow eregtures, the. more happy he is. 
Bat this is the elfe ef. the affection; not 
_ the mwotive on ohe of it. The geod man 
does not ſeek” his neighbour's” happineſs: chat 
he may enjoy; che pleaſure of ſeeking” it. 


chis che caſęe, his neighbour: would not be loved 
at ad} in fact, only as an inſtrument of his pleaſe 
ute. Difintereſted love terminates net in 


0 enjoyment but in che good of others;. 


The man whois the ſubiect of it, regards the 
good and happineſs of others ultimately. Ang 


tbgugh he feels the moſt ſenſible; pleaſure in the 


exereiſe of his affection, and though it conduces 
directly to the ſecurity. of his higeſt preſent and 
eternal intereſts, this is by no means the motive 


or object of it, but its ſpogtaneous effect and 
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fruit, And. when we ſpeak of: diſintereſted {ly 


We have reference merely to the object. ; 
Ir any ſhould. alk Kill farther, whales by 


diſintereſted 4ove be meant, ſuch an entire and 
abſtracted regard to the good of others, as im 


plies a total Gregard to; and indifference aut 
Hur own goes! 5452115 


— 


Ir may be e diſintereſted 10 


* arictiy ſpeaking, has no ultimate reſpect what» 
ever to ſelf,.ns felf; But while we contend for this, 


we do not mean to contend for it, to the total ex- 


cluſion of all regard to our own private good. 
Aſubordinate, an impartial, a diſintereſted £094 
Lern for our own happiness, is conſiſtent with a 
diſintereſted and ſuperior regard to the greater 
good: of others, and diſintereſted love will dot 


give up or diſregard the former when it can be 


#onfulted-in; confiſtency with the latter, Piſin - 
toreſted loye, being abſolutely impartial. in its 


nature,., cannot lead a man to an indiffereneyere · 
ſpecing his own private happineſs, but to value 


it, juſt as he would the happineſs of another an 


fimilar circumſtances, and juſt as another perſon, 


diſconnected from him, . things im- 


0 Would value i And chere eam hx fio 


, 0 77 7 YE t t . SEE. Ge Ee, 


exons: a perſe@ty dif ahi and pern re · 


gard to the glory of Gon, and the good of other 
| intelligents, have alſo at the ſame time a real, 


1 14 

chouph- 4 perfectly is, ſubordinate, and 
vaſtly inferior value for their own happineſs.* 

Subordinate, I ſay, for diſintereſted love will 
never allow private, perſonal intereſts-to inter- 
fere witk the public, and more extenſive good. 
HA vin briefly ſhown you what is meant by 
diſintereſted love, and illuſtrated the manner in 


which it t wil 1 uy hag itſelf, I _> 


eeed 

II. T6. prove a dodrine; this fach didater- 
elted love is at the foundation of the chriſtian 
ex and S r pd on al man- 
kind. 20 uy 1 

— part of the ſubject beast to ede el 
jar two branches. 5 2 i 


I. Lær us conſider the MET which. may be 


duces to evince, that diſintereſted- love is at 
the foundation of the chriſtian character! When 
Lſay it4s at the foundation of the ehriſtian cha- 
racter, I mean, that it is effential to all evangel · 
ical obedience, ſo that without it there can be 


no genuine fenovation of nature, or any faving 


conformity to the the Goſpel. And in ue of 
this propoſition, ler i it be. obſerved, — 


| | ® Hence the manner of expreſſion "which the Apottle uſes in 
the text. But every man alſo on the things of others,” is ſo far 
from millitating as ſome inlinuate, againſt the doctrine of diſin- 
tereſted love, that it rather corroborates it. For while it im- 
plicitly teaches, that it is our duty to entertain a due regard to 


our own happineſs, it teaches, that that regard muſt be N 


al or difinterctted, ſo 28 to admit a due benevolence to thr” 
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«i, Tur diſintereſted love is the loys which 
the ſum of the moral law requires. « Thou 
ec ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop, with all thy hearts 

«and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, 
te 1704 with all thy mind; and thy neighbour 
ce a8 thyſelf,” In this ſummary view of the moral 
law, the objects of love are, Gop, and our 
ngighbour. In them our love is to terminate. 
They are to be loved ultimately as objects in 
chemſelves conſidered, diſconnected from any 

| ſelfiſh intereſts of ours, and without any conſide- 
| rations whether that love in its nature or iſſue 
W will conduce to our own perſonal benefit or not. 
"MY Fhe command is unconditional and poſitive, ini 
no meaſure ſuſpended on the condition of its con- 
tributing to our advantage. And if the affection 
required, did not produce to us the leaſt degree 
of enjoyment for the preſent, or if there were 
no*promiſes of future reward made to it, "ow 
command would ſtill be abſolutely binding. 

I cannot be ſuppoſed that this N 
obliges us to love Gop only fo far as he àdmi- 
niſters to our enjoyment; and that the moment, 
he countèracts our happineſs, even though it be 
in perfect juſtice, he forfeits all claim to our affec- 
tion: This would, even by divine conſtitution 
make ſelf, he ſupreme and ultimate object of re- 
gard., This would make us reſpect he Dxrrv 
e ſubſerxient to PVF; wiſlres, and would be 
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x requiffricn of no Los Rim at all. It Jo 
totally preclude n his part all claim 80 by e 
konne, and complacency: 2002 £701 ae 

Non can it be ſuppoſed that the Comal 
abliging- us to love our #ejghbour, has an ulti- 
mate reference to our own happineſs, and is ful 
pended on the condition ef irs conducing 1 to it. 
This would involve a ſimilar abfurdfty. ' Gop and 
our neighbour are therefore the expreſs and ul 
timate objects, to whom our love is directed in 


this ſummary of the divine law. 2m the reaſon 
af, this is ohvious 


W are under inSnice . to. love the * 
bleſſed Con for what he is in himſelf, on acs 1 
count of the infinite: worth of his exiſtence, glo- 
ry, and happineſs; and the infinite; amiableneſs of 
his character. So abſolutely perfect, excellent, 
and amiable is that aſſemblage ofdivineanribuey 
with which the Dirty is clothed 3 ſo altogether 
equitable and benevolent his government, and fo 
Wite his laws and diſpenfarions, that it is impoſ- 
ſible but that every intelligent creature, be his 
perſonal circumſtances and proſpects what they 
may; ſhould be under obligations to lover him 
with all the ir powers, and to fejeiee in him as 
Gon ovor all bleſſed for ever. e 
Arn we cannot hut be bound te fove” ef 
neighbour; and in the exerciſe of that ilovë t 
| ſeek his welfare; beciuſe his exifience/ and Hap” 


8 themſelves of goes worth. hand i im- 
partance. FA ii burt 

DISINTERESTED die then. is the love which 
the moral law ſummarily requires: It is the eſ- 
ſence of: holineſs and of all obedience. | But the 
ſcripture expreſſly aſſures us, that without holi- 
nels no man can ſee the Lord; Fhat it is vain 
to call Chriſt Lord, Lord, while we do not the 
chings which he requires; that the unrighteous 
dall not inherit the kingdom of Gop; and that 


r thoſe who are peculiarly Gov's people, have his 
* WH law put into their hearts. The undeniable con- 
1 fequence is, that diſintereſted love is at the 
| foundation. of the chriftian character 


II. Tux ſon of Gon has decidedly made the 
poſſeſſion, of bis ſpirits and an imitation of his 
example, not only our duty, but abſolutely, eſ⸗ 
ſentjab to our ſaving intereſt in him. If any 
& man. have not the ſpirit of Chriſt. he i is none 
= i * .of, his. Fhis is my commandment, . that ye 
love one another, as 1 have loved you, and he 
ge chat hath my commandments, and kcepeth them, 
cc. he it! is that loyeth me. My ſheep. hear. my 
voice, and Iknow them, and hey follow me 


% dee the apoſtolic exhortation (c Let this mind 
„be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt. From 


ieſe paſſages we. are evidently taught, that 
U thoſe. who yield any true obedience to the 
roſpel, and are 8 intereſted in its bleF- 
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cans are, in n meaſure, under the — 


of the ſame per; aims and affections, which 
actuated Chriſt. ol Ga ea gar A2 
Bor will eee eee vn the 
end of all our Saviour's (ithuftrious | ations? 
Will any man prefume to ſay, that: in his: incar- 
nation, ſelf-denial, acts of beneficence, and: ſub- 
miſſion to the agonies of: thb croſs, he was ſelf- 
intereſted That in this aſtoniſſring exhibition of 
love and goodneſs, he utritnately regarded ſelfifh 


objects? What advantages could chat divine 


: : perſonage poſſibly obtain, vhe was in the eter- 


nal, independent, -4 ind immutable poſfefien of alt $: 


glory and bleſfedneſs? What intereſted ends ; 
could ir poilibly have in view, who was the 
ſovereign proprietor ef heaven and eurth, the 


eternal fommtain of 80 1 dy Whoſe agency all 


ereaturẽs are every moment ſuſtained, and on 
whoſe: providence and beneficence they are ab- 
folutely dependent? What ay: the ſeriptures? 


e For our fakes he became poor; that we through 
cc his poyerty might become rich. lil isles, 
love of rde pureſt, and moſt impartial nature, 


cc not that We have loved Gon, but that he 
ec hath loved us, and ſent his ſon to die fot us 


e for the lobe of Chriſt conſtraineth us, Who 
e ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? The 


« ſon of man came to ſeek and ſave that which 
&. was loſt,'*” Now Was all this: love a 2 


| © -19 9 | g 
Selfiſh, affection? Is it ſelfiſhneſs which we ve- 
berate in this divine Philanthropiſt? No. It is 
A fervent « charity of heart, which fought, not its 


own. It is the charming dignity o of. an unſeign- 


ed, and. ſpontaneous benevolence, totally re- 
moved from any thing of 4 ſelfiſh nature; . 
benevolence ſtronger than death, and Which ſuſ- 
tal ined the. illultrious ſufferer, red uch a 
als of bumiliation, as 48 the yniverſe 1 ever be- 
"he eld, Attend candidly to the mere language « of 
theſe paſſages, and you cannot, you Will not 


difpure it. Conſider the aſpect of his life, and 


the hitory of his atonement. Give impartial 
credit. to the teſtimony -of inſpired truth, and 


„ > tk... 


you w will acknowledge that it was an ardent, 


fither's konour, the happineſs of the univerſe, 


and the ſalvation of precious ſouls, which car- 
ried: the divine Jeſus to mount Calvary, which 


has gone with bim to heaven, and which will 


for e ever. burn f in his boſom, as 2 perpetual and 


jinexringuiſhable flame. 
Ne ow as the members muſt be of "the! ſme 


| nature with the head, a8 the branches muſt par- 


tale of the eſfential qualities of the vine, the 


err rey 


8 follows, that diſintereſted love is 


"ILY LEY 


t the foundation of the Chriſtian character, 


At 1 P 1 A 


and, i to all ſaving e to che 
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The Apoltles ex- 
Peel in 1 thoſe public e and the lead- 


ang a ations. of their lives, not a ſordid, narrow 
Kela, which ultimately reſpected their own 
b i ntereſts. « either temporal or eternal; but a difin- 
1 tereſſgd. regard. to. the honour of their maſter, 
ang the bigheſt happineſs. o 'of their fellow men- 
i | That they, were. under the government of. this 


i} | Noble. propenſity. o of ſoul, they gave undeniable 


24 $343 


1 Proof, in, their voluntary. renunciation. of their 
1 Forldly eaſe and temporal, proſpects, and their 
|  Ppiform, ſubmjſlion kg; ex. bind of uff erings, 
for tbe furtherance, of zhe; Goſpel. Hence ſays 
Ft, . Pay „ We ſeek not yours but you.” and 
ae 44 Even, a8 I Pleaſe, all men, in all things, 
net ſcekipg mine own. profit, but the profit 
6. 0 of many, chat they, may, be ſaved. 
N. o  holingſs . 1s the. Hig hroughoys every 
part of the wives. e ſpirit, of Chriſt's 


Sngdem:is but. one. This only. is 


1. only. is the | proper 
08 of that union ſpoken. of by Chriſt, 06 That 
they, all; may be ene, as thou Father art in 
4 mg, Wat chey alſo may be 355 MB 8 
4 them, and thou in me, that pe alf ſo may k be 

4 perfect in one, and that the world may know 
66 that thou haſt loved them, as thou haſt loygd 
, me." Is not here then, my brethren, unguel- 


* much again. But love your enemies, and 'do 


424 r r » 


K 21 J , 
Eiotiabſe proc of the propoſition before us? 
Ae. FaRATHER evidence in ſupport of the 
doctrine, that diſintereſted love is eſſential to 
che chriſtian character, may be produced from 
many paiſages of ſcripture, which explicitly 
eftabliſh' it. Ts this purpoſe, you will ſuffer 
me to requeſt your attention to the following. 
Matr. v. 44. “ But I ſay unto you, love your 
ice enemies. *Bleſs them that curſe: you. Do 
c pood to thera that hate you, and pray for 
cc them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
c you? Luke vi. 31. 4 And as ye would that men 
ec ſhould do to you; do ye even ſo to them. For 
if ye love them which love you, what Thank 
6 have you? For ſinners alſo love thoſe that 
cc love them. And if ye lend to thoſe of whom 
<'ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? 
c For ſinners alſo lend to ſinners to receive as 


— 


c good, and lend, hoping for nothing again, and 
c your reward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be 
«© the children of the higheſt, for he is kind 
cc unto the unthankful, and to the evil.“ 
Tur love here enjoined, as conſtituting the 
eng character of Chriſt's diſciples, is 
"certainly of a diſintereſted nature. Self. intereſt 


is not Hhe ſpring of it. We are enjoined to do 


a bed without any reſpect to perſonal advantage, 


from a mere * of Ain, to do. ry" 
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over. 10 thoſe whom. our ſelfiſh. aFeQions natu- 
rally prompt zus top hate and injure. And leſt 
we ſhould imagine that this love was not efſen- 
tial to the chriſtian character, Chriſt repeatedly 
alſures us, that if we have it not, and do nat 
ad from the influence of it, we are no better 
than publicans and ſinners. Correſpondent 10 
which; are the words of Chriſt. Luke 14. 26. 
If any man come to me and hate not his father 
and: mother, and wife, and ehildren and bre- 
_ 7 un and ſiſters, yea, and, his own life 
#5r1alfs;: he cannot be my diſeiple. i. e. If a 
man Mane not that, diſintereſted love, to me and 
auf Kingdom, which ſhall diſpoſe him to a vol- 
Votary⸗ ſacrifice of his on private, intereſts for 
my' fake, and for: the ſake of the Goſpel, he be- 
longs tothe kingdom of my great enemy, and 
cannot be admitted te a ſhare in choſe bleſſings, 
_ wie will beſtow on all, ben truly take up 
vic: obs, and follow me. To the ſame. im- 
port, and enjoining . the ſade thing, are the 
words of the Apoſtle. 1 Cor. 10. ag. „ Let no 
cc man ſeak His oben; but every man another's 
<< wealth.” In the fame manner he, ſpeaks of 
that ebarity, the nature of which he partignlar- 
'ly delinentes in 1 Cor. Ig ch: and of Which he 
fays; * Though: I have the- gift-of prophecy, 
et and underſtand: all myſteries, and; all, know l- 
c odges and * J have. all faith, ſo char I 


92 | gy_— 5 tw 
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branch! of the doctrine, and to ſhow that difin- 


de led love i is binding on all mankind. 


«the law of this charity, he gives this diſ. 


| principle of finners, as repugfiant to the _ 
of . Chriſtianity: e For 1 have no chang! 


( Hte- minded, Who will natürally eure for 
6 your ſtate, for all ſeek their OWN, not the 
* things which are Jeſus Chriſt 6. os 


8 33 * 
6 -romld remove mountains, and have no chari- 

«25% I am nothing. And though) I beſtow-all 
«<; my: goods: to feed thei-poor,] and though 1 
«give my body to be burned, and have not 
* charity; it profiteth me nothing; and, Which 
he ſays in another place, is the fulfilling: of 


tinguiſhing charaReriſticy! «the ſeeketk not lier 
4e own.” Hence he reprobates the oppoſite 


fays he in his epiſſle to the Epheſſans. 


* UC, 


Abpasssixe his. ſon” Timothy on "he peri- 


dus ximes that were to come, he ſpeaks of this 

as one of the greateſt evils that ſhould attend 4 
them, For men ſhall. be lovers. of their oyn- — 
ee re 1 need not comment on pee a | 


— 6 te from, the ſacred. po 362150 , | 
UT it is time for me ro proceed to the other _ 
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right "at" al our ſolicitude and concern 
ſhoutd' center on mere perſonal interefts A 


. fe woe 


Abt ER What hase * advanced! xo prove, 
that it“ is efſemial: tb: the chriſtian character, 
much need not be ſaidi to demonſtrate, that as 
the efſence!.of duty, t is obligatory upon men 
eb:all.deſoriptions i: -Fordutelyjc all: mankind are 
boynd:/to!:tthe: ſamic ohedience, which: the true 
chriſtian renders: I difintereeds love Was the 
achvuing: principle: in the Redeemer, of the 
worlds if it; was: che: grand impelling affection 
it the inſpired Apoſtles, and if. it was taught to 
Chriſt's followers, by-  arh-numerous precepts. 
35:44a7ebprivy/withour which. they could be no- 
things; then its mike btb obligation. 15. indubita- 


ble. on 11 7 | 
1 Ber chic? it may Yo! rendered, ir poſſible,” il! 


PICS 


| more indiſputable, Tuffer * me to make ſome ad- 
ditional obſervations from the nature of things, 


e 102 


1 peck⸗ 


"I of £8, 


pc from the expreſb commands of Gp re 
ing it. os e * CLF ee 
* 11 ö 

8 oY 17 is obvious from the nature of inge, 


chat all: mankind a are bound't to exereiſe this a 


injereſted love, ang to ac in all the tranlactions 


lite from the governing influence of ir. Can 


1 it be ee that ſelf ſhould be che object "of 


ypreme: hd] ultimate regarc? Cm it be 


our 


Fa 3 * +». 


it be jut for u us to view our. Title ſelves as of 
fa ch mighty, importance, as to, entertain no re- 


oO „ ES 1 1 


gerd for other beings, only as they contribute-ty 
dur telicity,- and are tubſervient to our purpoſes F 
What are we lcreatures of a day, whoſe breath is 
in our noſtrils, who hang upon our Makers en- 
ergy; what are we, that we ihould be the ſole obs 
jects of our own regard? Of what little compas 
rative canſequence are we and our intereits, in 
the ſeale of being? What mighty loſs would the 
Univerſe ſuſtain if we were ſtruck our of it? ' Is 
not the exiſtence and glory of GoD, of infinitely 
more worth and value, than any intereſts of ours 
Is not the good, the happineſs of the moral Crea- 
tion of far, yea, of inconceiveably greater con- 
ſeq uence than ours? And is not the happineſs of 
an individual of our fellow creatures, of as much 
Worth as our own happineſs? For a man then to 
love himſelf ſupremely and ſolely, is it not to 
make an idol of ſelf, and to raiſe himſelf in-his 
oven views and efteem, far above the infinite Cre- 
ator, and the hoſts of intelligent creatures? Is it 
not in effect to place all beings as proſtrate at his 
own feet? And what is this, but a wicked, baſe 
contempt ofthe infinite Gon, and other beings, re- 
pugnantto the plaineſt dictates of reaſon and com- 
monſenſe! _ TR UBT TIT LE AT be 
ER object deſerves love and regard in pro- 
portion to its intrinſic worth and excellence. 
ence the Deity has a claim to more regard than 
the Whole Univerſe of creatures. And the good of 
the collective body of intelligent creatures, is of 
vaſlly more worth and importance than ours. And 
the exiſtence and happineſs ofa fellowereature; be. 
ing of as much worth and importance, have a claim 
to as much benevolent regard. It is this difintereſt- 
ed benevolence, this ardent diffuſive love my bre. 
thren; which links holy beings in heaven together, 
into one perfect harmonious whole. Were felf- 
„ D 
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iſhneſs to reign among them,it would produee uni - 


verſal jar, animoſity, and ruin. It is a baſe narrow 


ſelſiſhneſs, which is atthe foundation of the wars, 


tumults, rivalſhips,eavying, and bickering of the 
preſent ſinful world. Were men to conſult the 


7 good and happineſs of each other as much as they 


4 


do their own, the felicity of paradiſe would be re- 


* * 


ſtored. Selfiſhneſs then, is the ſubverſion of all or- 
der, propriery and happineſs... 
Bur that all men are under obligations to exer- 
eiſe this diſintereſted affection to other beings, is 
put out of all diſpute by the particular, and per- 
emptor y injunctions 0 the Deity. 7 * Thou ſhalt 
<. love the Lord thy Good, with all thy ſoul, and 
6, withall thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind, and 
ec thy neighhour as thyſelf.” This is the ſummary 
ofthe divine law, given by the authority of Gon, 
and enforced by the moſt awful ſanctions. And it 
has been ſhown that diſintereſted love is the love 


- Here enjoined. Look not every man on his own 


& things, but every man alſo on the dee ., others. 
« Butlqve ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
e hoping for nothing again. Let no man ſeek his 


oven, but every man anothers wealth. Theſe are 


expreſs commands of the living Gon. They enjoin 
the love we have been deſcribing, and . curſed be 


e he whoſoever continueth not in all things writ- 


ec ten in the book of the law to do them. 
IA now to anſwer one or two objections to the 
— , ob hn ̃ ˙ ey 
I. The paſſage of the Apoſtle in Heb. xii. 2. is 


ſometimes mentioned as an objection to the doct- 
rine of diſintereſted love, Looking unto Jeſus the 


cc ãuthor andſfiniſher of out faith, whofor the joy that 
6 was ſet before him endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ec ſname, and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
c chrone of Gop.*' The objection from this paſſage 


— _- 


= „ 

fuppoſeth, that the joy which was ſet before Chrifl 
was an intereſted object; that it was an additional 
joy, or felicity, to which as a perſonal acquiſition, 
he had ultimate reſpe&. It ſuppoſeth that the great 
end, which Chriſt had in view was his own advan- 
tage, the advancement of his own happineſs. But 
is it true, that the ſon of Gop was influenced, ulti- 
mately by ſelfiſn moti ves, in that ſcene of humilia- 
tion and ſufferings, which Chriſtians are wont to 


contemplate with ſo much admiration? Was this 
the nature of that joy which was ſet before Chriſt? 


Was it mere perſonal enjoyment ? Was it not on 


the other hand a benevolent joy, the joy of ſeeing, 


as the reſult of his ſufferings and death, his Father 


eminently and eternally {non was it notthe joy. 
happineſs extended, the 


of ſeeing the empire o 
bleſſedneſs of the univerſe augmented, and milli- 
ons of precious ſouls delivered from fin and endleſs 
torments, and raiſed to the enjoyment of immortal 
glory? Well might the benevolent heart of Chriſt 
. rejoice in the proſpect of this inconceivable good. 
This I venture to ſay was the joy which was ſethe- 
fore Chriſt. This it was which made him ſo nobly 
endure the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſname. It was a 
joy purely diſintereſted. And for any one to ſay, 


that it was what the objeQtion ſuppoſeth, that Chriſt 


was ultimately ſelfiſh, in his ſubmiſſion to death, is 
to advance a poſition, which militates with albthe 
repreſentations of the Goſpel, which obſcures the 
glory of the Saviour, and perverts one of the no- 

left paſſages in the ſacred volume. 


« * 


II. Another objectionto the doctrine of diſinter- 


eſted love, is drawn from what is ſaid of Moſes in 
the xi Chap. of Hebrews'26 verſe, “ Eſteeming 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches, than the 
* treaſures in Egypt, for he hadreſpeft unto the re- 
& compence of the reward, The objection raiſed 


PA 51 
=... 


proſpect ot gain. B. 
1 ood man had eee e view Let us not 


PL 


from this TIE ſuppoſech, that the words, gr de 
gad reſpeti unto. the recompence of the reward, inti- 
mate, that Moſes in his renunciation of the digni- 
ties ot the Egyptian Court, and ſubjection of him. 
elf, to the bare thips of the wilderneſs, for the cauſe 
of Gop and his Pe: le, was actuated merely by a 
it was it perſonal, ood which 


this g 
ns the venerable propher by groundleſs 


hen of the ſacred tet. 
War is che nature of the reward with which 


which vas ſet before this good man? It eſſentially 
gonſiſts beyond diſpute, in og perfect dominion of 
holy love, ina compleat moral conformity to the 
hleſſed Gon. But this love, this conformity, as 
bath been ſhownis.of a diſintereſted. nature. It is 
not ſelſiſh, but has the exiſtence, glory and happi⸗ 
neſß of God, and of the univerſe ot creatures, for its 
ultimate objects. But can a creature have cordial 
reſpect to an object which is not congenial to bis 
preſent feelings ? If he is now ſelfiſʒi in his aims, 
and affections: can he be, e to ſubject himſelf 
to preſent ſyFerin $jbrough the hope of attaining 
to a ſtate in unica CER feelings will become 
totally extinct, and in which he pact be the ſubgect 


of a peglſectly difintereſted holineſs ? Is it poſſible a 


for a fal . ſelfiſh inhis 
exerciſes, to be willing to got 
trying difficulties, in hope of (HI the cloſe of 


them diſintereſtedly holv, or the ſubject of that 


charity which ſeeketh not her own? The idea is 
totally contradictory and abſurd. If then the view 
which has been given in khris diſcourſe, be juſt, 
there is no weight in the ohjection. The reſpect 
which Mo — to the recompence of reward, was 
4 diſintereſted exerciſe. The ch aracter 'of Naben, 


eee to be finall 4. recompenſed, and 


ha ſcene of 
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i iedetinenntdin the holy Bible,is of founiform 


ya diſintereſted complexion, that it of itſelf . 


refutes the objection without any comment. 


1 mall now cloſe what: has been lain wih an 


LF IMPROVEMENT. 

| a - From what has been exhibired we infer, ay 
thoſe are guilty of a great and very pernicious er- 
tot, who deny the exiſtence of diſintereſted loves: 
"and our obligations to the exerciſe of it. 


Fno what has been advanced in this diſcourſe, 


N itis obvious; that difintereſted love is the ſubſtance 
o fall duty, and of all moral beauty. It is the fulfil- 
ing of the firſt, and ſecond commandments of the 


haw. It is the great bond of harmony and happi- 


ness in the heavenly world, and without it, there 
ennnot poſſibly ys 
5 — to that glorious example of love and 


in the heart of man, any real 


goodnefs, which is ſet us in the Goſpel. Thoſe 


| therefore who deny this, as eſſential to the chriſti- 
ancharacter, and binding on every man, do in ef · 
ect A y all religion, they take the part of infide- 
litys vert the whole glorious ſyſtem of Goſ. 
pel Het into a ſcheme of mere ſelfiſhnels. - 
l. From our ſubject we learn, that bands 
Pravity is radically — in ſelfiſnneſs. Diſin· 
dereſted love is the ſubſtance of that holineſs which 
ic required of us: Ofcourſe ſelfiſhneſs muſt be the 
ſubſtance ot that rebellion for which we are con- 
| demned. This is the idolatry which Gon will pu- 
dviſh with inextin uiſhableburnings. Sinners hate 
Son becauſe he f 


ands in the way of their ſelfiſh 
propenſities; becauſe he will not let the wicked 


If go unpuniſhes. They hate his government and 


s:3 becauſe they care for nothing but their own 


{ſelfiſh objects, and becauſe the government and 
las of God claſh with thoſe objècts. And if we 
We ill: impartially examine the principles of human 
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ſoundation of all thoſe moral diſorders, which diſ- 


turb ſociety. Men are envious, revengful, cove- 
tous, fraudulent, treacherous, :thievith, debauch- 


ed, becauſe they love their own intereſts, and plea- 


neſs of their neighbour s. e 
Herence, that 
all external performances of a religious aſpect, 
which reſult from motives of ſelfiſhneſs,'-conſti- 
tute no real obedience, and do not enter inot 


fares more than the reputation, peace and happi- 


the nature of that holineſs, without which no 


man ſhall ſee Gop. If on the ſuppaſition of he- 


ing deſtitute of that charity which ſeeketh not 


her own, St. Paul could, Hy, though I «ſpeak 
with the tongue of men and angels, Lam no- 


thing. And though I give all my goods to feed 
the poor, and my body to be burned; it profit - 
eth me nothing; then certainly, whatever ex- 
_ ternal performances reſult not from this princi- 


ple within, are mere droſs, and no proper for 
acceptable compliance with the divine law what - 
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Ir a man ſhould ſerve his country with ever 
ſo much external diligence and activity, though 
his ſervice in itſelf mi zhr eſſentially contribute 


to the public good; 1 if it all were thegre- 


ſult of ſelfiſhneſs and dictated by motives of 
ſelt- intereſt, not by a ſuperiour regard to the 


divine glory and the good of men, it would be 


nothing in the divine account. Were a. man to 


contribute ever ſo largely to the relief of the 
diſtreſſed, yet if it be done 0707, eee 
1 85 and not 
irom diſintereſted motives,” it would be nothing. 
Hence ſgys Chriſt, «© When thou doeſt thine 


F alms, do not ſound a trumpet before thee, as 
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te the hypoc in M ſynagognes,/ and M 
5. che corners of the ltreets, that they may Have 55 
glory of men. Verily . ſay unto you, 8 bf 
have their reward But when thou doſt alms, 5 8 
let not thy” left Hand. CE. what thy rights: £ 7 
4 hand doth, If men externally faſt and pra — Tl 
er 1 — yet if ſelf is the ſpring * 1 
Warty, it enters not into e WW 
The erefore days the ” oſtle James, oY 
ye receive not, beCcaule ye [alk 1 - 
* may conſume it upon youht 8 5-þ . 
8 or % RG the precept,.<<. Wherher there- . Wy . 15 1 
5 4 fore, ye. eat or drink, or n 14 Lg SM L 
be all to. glory of Gon, SINE 
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£11. ſtridus Comer! . Here 4 bs the reign of Roline 3 
and holineſs is love. Diſintereſted love will het | 
27 erect herthrone, and extend her benign and ſalutary 
oF Way. The ſelfiſh#propenitties will give way tö 
tte milder and more peaceful influencè of imparti- 
a8 al affection. Hence trauds, rreacheries and fapinè 
= will ceaſe, and-mankind will live together as hre 
1 abrenz anticipating in the gratefulfervour of their 
love to Gon and one another, the undiſturbed feliz 
| © Cirygf chat world, where love. will be Fecfpe aufg 
able; : e 
VV. Let me cloſe; by calling upon you all, * 
_ +1 "08 chriſtian: brethern and fellow ſinnersz 'the'namie 
Hof that Gop whois lobe, to exerciſe and umfofpml : 
: ta Eh to act from the influence of that love-which i the 
Ef er of the law. «If ye live deſtitute of thishas _ 
| n, asche ſupreme and governing prinet 
Fier al ſouls,” ye wilt be cumberers of ths 
5 5 Pe ye will tive undet the eurſe of r 
"we 5 down in ſorrow: that chat 


eule aeg n your went? 
edivine Philanthropiſt, WHO 


* 

N 

% a SD 
* 


1 
1 6 
* * = W 


7 
7 


* be 
S fo, 
Ry” S 
— nen. 
2 5 


-» 


| 7 OY TY; þ 
Ct £55 , 1 


* 


een 
0. 


n 


n 


* <7 
R 
ann 


wy | 35 bern "1 K Vouwil live uſefully andt app ily the | 


* 


* mow 


- < - 
"ya" 
TY 
= 


. withteave the world in triumph, and beate in 
| - be your! refidence: ſorever- Now eto Gon only 

w 2 and 1 5 ind*donlinio x 
8h 1 e CEE IE „ t e Hef 


